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account of heavy rains for several days continuously, the
arrows, bows and matchlocks of Ibrahim Khan's army
were out of order. The Marathas pressed hard on Ibrahim
Khan's army in the engagement that took place, and com-
pelled him to retreat. Ibrahim Khan at once sent word to
Nizarnu'1-Mulk to send reinforcements. On receiving the
message, Nizamu'1-Mulk ordered his own bodyguard to be
despatched under the command of his elder son, Ghazm'd-
Din Khan, who was barely eight years old. Muhammad
Ghiyas Khan and Mirza Beg Khan Bakhshi, both experienced
leaders, were appointed his guardians.1

When the Marathas received information of the arrival of
Ghaziu'd-Din Khan's force, they were afraid and took to
flight, taking refuge in the hilly jungle where they hid them-
selves. They left all their equipment, horses and artillery on
the battlefield, and made no further attempt at resistance.
The fame and prestige of Nizamu'l-Mulk's generals took
away all courage from the heart of the enemy. Muhammad
Ghiyas Khan directed some of his officers to pursue the
Maratha fugitives and ordered the small fortress (garhi) to be
demolished completely. He also destroyed several other Maratha
strongholds in the neighbourhood where rebels from the
Imperial territory used to take shelter. It was clearly impos-
sible to allow the Maratha chiefs to establish themselves com-
fortably within or in close proximity to the borders of the
Imperial territory and use their places of harbourage as the
bases for their incursions.

Muhammad Ghiyas Khan's men had chased the Marathas
for 150 miles, driving them to the caverns of the hills. They
were proud of having captured two war elephants. When
they returned to Aurangabad, Nizamu'1-Mulk was delighted
to hear that the country was resettled, the people reassured
and the enemy coerced.2

As Nizamu'1-Mulk had lately recovered from a severe ill-
ness, he took the opportunity to celebrate this victory in a
grand manner. For nine days continuously, the capital wit-
nessed gorgeous festivities and celebrations. Those who had
taken an active part in the campaign were given increase of

1KhafJKhan, op. cit.> p. 745; Hadiqatotl-Alam, op. tit., p, 74.
2 Hadiqatifl-'Alamy op. cit.9 p. 75.